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"bank, and Gist, the trader, set out on this
errand. A Captain Trent was charged to
carry our King 9s message to the French out-
posts ; "but having arrived at Logstown, one
hundred and fifty miles from his destina-
tion, and hearing of the defeat of our allies,
the Miamis, by the French, he lost heart
and came "back to report. The Ohio Com-
pany at this time complained to the gov-
ernor of the attacks on their traders, and
this gentleman, being concerned both for
his own pocket and for his Majesty's prop-
erty, resolved to send some one of more
spirit to bear the King's message ordering
the French to retire and to cease to molest
our fur traders about the Ohio.

It was "unfortunate that Governor Robert
Dinwiddie, who was now eager to defend
his interests in the Ohio Company, had lost
the prudent counsel of its late head, my
brother Lawrence. He would have made
a better envoy than I, for at the age of
twenty-one a man is too young to influence
the Indians, on account of a certain rever-
ence they have for age in council. I was
ignorant of what was intended when I re-
ceived orders to repair to Williainsburg.
To nay surprise, and I may say to my plea-
